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this particular service. It was largely these interests that helped
to deflect the national health insurance legislation of 1911
from its original plan, making approved societies the channel
for administering sickness benefit, getting insurance companies
and burial societies approved as insurance carriers alongside
true friendly societies and trade unions, cutting out funeral
indemnity from the additional benefits which approved
societies were permitted to pay, and thus safeguarding and
augmenting the earnings and the book-interest of the collec-
tors. And it may not be without significance that the most
sweeping officially sponsored attack on public social services in
general was made in 1931 by a committee presided over by
the secretary of the leading industrial assurance company. The
nationalization of industrial assurance thus became indispens-
able, not only for reducing the cost of burial insurance, but
also as the only way of rooting out the vested interest that had
done more than any other to impede the development of
effective public social services for income-maintenance and
income-supplementation.